
Lever-Action vs. Bolt-Action for Big Game: 

Which is Better?

 

When it comes to hunting the largest 

and toughest game in North 

America—think bison, elk, and 

bears—your choice of rifle can make 

all the difference. While both lever-

action and bolt-action rifles have 

earned loyal followings over 

generations of hunters, each brings its 

own advantages (and trade-offs) to the 

hunt. The right choice often comes 

down to your hunting style, 

environment, and personal 

preferences. 

Speed vs. Precision 

Lever-action rifles are known for their 

speed. The smooth cycling of the lever 

allows for quick follow-up shots 

without breaking your sight picture—

an advantage when game is on the 

move or when you’re hunting in thick 

cover where encounters can happen 

fast. 

Bolt-action rifles, on the other hand, 

generally favor precision. The robust 

lock-up of the bolt can handle 



extremely high pressures, making it a 

popular choice for long-range shots 

where pinpoint accuracy is the 

priority. If your hunts often take you 

across open country, a bolt-action can 

give you the reach you need. 

 

Handling in the Field 

Lever-actions tend to be shorter and 

lighter, making them ideal for 

maneuvering through dense forests or 

carrying on long treks. Their balance 

and handling shine when you need to 

shoulder the rifle quickly. 

Bolt-actions often have longer barrels 

and slightly more weight, which can 

aid stability when taking a carefully 

aimed shot from a rest or bipod. That 

extra length, however, can be less 

convenient when moving through 

brush or climbing into a blind. 

 

Magazine Capacity and 

Reloading 

Lever-action rifles often carry more 

rounds in their tubular or box 

magazines, giving you multiple shots 

before needing to reload. In situations 

where fast, repeated shots are 

important, this can be a significant 

advantage. 

Bolt-actions typically hold fewer 

rounds but allow for quick reloads 

from detachable magazines or stripper 

clips. This design also makes them 

more versatile for handling a wider 

range of cartridge sizes. 

 

Power and Caliber Selection 

Both platforms can deliver the power 

necessary for the largest game, but 

their strengths differ. Lever-actions 

often excel in big-bore, heavy-hitting 

cartridges that deliver massive 

stopping power at closer ranges—

perfect for dangerous game or heavy 

animals in tight quarters. 

Bolt-actions cover an enormous 

spectrum of calibers, including high-

velocity rounds that maintain energy 

over long distances. This makes them 

a solid choice for hunters who expect 

shots beyond 300 yards. 

 

Which Should You Choose? 

If your hunting style involves close to 

moderate ranges, fast follow-up shots, 

and quick handling in dense 

environments, a lever-action rifle 

could be your best companion. If your 

hunts take you into open country 

where long-range precision matters 

more than speed, a bolt-action might 

be the better fit. 

At Big Horn Armory, we believe the 

lever-action still has a proud and 

powerful place in the world of big 

game hunting. Modern designs 

http://www.bighornarmory.com/


chambered in hard-hitting cartridges 

prove that a classic action can still 

stand toe-to-toe with any rifle on the 

mountain or in the forest. 

In the end, it’s less about which 

platform is “better” and more about 

which one fits your needs, your 

quarry, and your style of hunting. The 

right rifle is the one that inspires your 

confidence when the moment of truth 

arrives. 

Ready to gear up? 

Explore our lineup of big-bore lever 

guns and find your ultimate hunting 

rifle: www.bighornarmory.com.  
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