2026 Big-Bore Lever-Action Rifle Predictions

For more than two decades, Big Horn
Armory has stood at the crossroads of
American heritage and
uncompromising performance. As we
look ahead to 2026, one thing is clear:
the big-bore lever-action rifle is no
longer a niche curiosity—it is a
deliberate choice for hunters and
shooters who demand power,
reliability, and craftsmanship without
compromise.

Drawing on market trends, customer
demand, and BHA’s own product
evolution, here are our predictions for
where the big-bore lever-action market
is headed in 2026—and how Big Horn
Armory is already there.

Prediction #1:

Big-Bore Lever Guns Will
Continue Their Renaissance,
But with Purpose

The renewed interest in lever-action
rifles is not driven by nostalgia alone.
Modern shooters are rediscovering the
advantages that lever guns, especially
big-bores, offer in real-world hunting
environments:

¢ Immediate follow-up shots

e Mechanical reliability in harsh
conditions

e Intuitive handling in dense
terrain
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By 2026, this renaissance will be
defined less by aesthetics and more by
functional performance.

Big Horn Armory’s rifles were never
designed as retro pieces. Platforms
like the Model 89 and Model 90 were
engineered from the ground up to
handle modern big-bore pressures
safely and consistently—something
legacy designs were never intended to
do. As the market matures, shooters
will increasingly gravitate toward
rifles built specifically for big-bore
performance, not adapted to it.

Prediction #2:

Heavy-Hitting Calibers Will
Gain Market Share

Hunters are moving away from the

1dea that bigger calibers are excessive.

Instead, there is growing appreciation
for ethical, decisive terminal
performance, especially for:

e Dangerous game
e Large North American species

e International hunting
applications

By 2026, expect continued growth in
demand for cartridges that deliver

authority without unnecessary
complexity.

Big Horn Armory has long been the
industry leader in true big-bore lever-
action calibers, including:

e .500 S&W Magnum
e .460 S&W Magnum
e .454 Casull

e .475 Linebaugh

Prediction #3:

Strength and Engineering
Will Matter More Than Ever

As shooters push performance
boundaries, engineering integrity will
become a deciding factor. In 2026,
consumers will be far more educated
about:

e Action strength
e Material selection
e Pressure tolerances

Marketing claims will no longer be
enough; design proof will matter.

Big Horn Armory’s use of heat-treated
17-4 stainless steel receivers, precision
CNC machining, and proprietary
action geometry places the company in
a category of its own. BHA rifles are
engineered to withstand pressures
that exceed what traditional lever
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actions were ever designed to handle
safely and repeatedly.

This focus on structural integrity is

not a trend for BHA; it is foundational.

Prediction #4:

Modern Ergonomics Will
Redefine “Traditional”

The lever-action rifle of 2026 will still
respect its roots, but shooters will
expect modern usability:

e Optics-ready configurations
e Improved recoil management
e Enhanced stock geometry

This evolution will be especially
pronounced in big-bore platforms,
where shooter comfort directly affects
performance.

BHA rifles already bridge this gap.
From precision-fit stocks to optics-
friendly configurations, Big Horn
Armory has demonstrated that
modern ergonomics can coexist with
classic lever-action design—without
diluting the experience.

As big-bore rifles become more
approachable to a wider audience,
BHA'’s attention to shootability will
continue to set the standard.

Prediction #5:

Big-Bore Lever Guns Will Be
Chosen for What They Do,
Not Just What They
Represent

By 2026, big-bore lever-action rifles
will be recognized less as “specialty”
firearms and more as purpose-built
hunting tools. Education and
experience will replace outdated
assumptions about recoil, accuracy,
and practicality.

Hunters will increasingly choose rifles
based on:

e Proven field performance
o Cartridge efficiency
e Reliability under pressure

Every Big Horn Armory rifle is built
with a clear purpose: deliver
uncompromising performance when it
matters most. Whether it’s a Model 90
n .460 S&W Magnum or a Model 89
chambered in .500 S&W Magnum,
BHA rifles are designed to do exactly
what big-bore rifles should: end the
hunt decisively.
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Looking Ahead

The big-bore lever-action market in
2026 will not be defined by trends
alone; it will be defined by execution.
As the industry continues to evolve,
Big Horn Armory remains committed
to leading through engineering,
Innovation, and an unwavering

respect for the power these rifles are
built to deliver.

Some manufacturers are chasing the
revival.

Big Horn Armory helped create it.
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